
In contrast to single-unit trucks, miles per gallon by combination trucks (based on total

travel and fuel consumption) increased by only 11 percent over the past 25 years.

Consequently, the gallons of fuel consumed increased by nearly 87 percent, and miles

traveled more than doubled between 1980 and 2005. 

Diesel prices

were about 80

percent higher

in June 2007

than 10 years

earlier (in infla-

tion-adjusted

terms).  Over

that period

prices bottomed

out in February

1999 at $1.21 a

gallon (in $

July 2007). 

TABLE 5-9.  COMBINATION-TRUCK FUEL CONSUMPTION AND TRAVEL: 1980-2005
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Highway Statistics 2005 (Washington, DC:
2005), table VM-1 and similar tables in earlier editions. 

FIGURE 5-2.  MONTHLY DIESEL PRICES: 1997-2007 (CENTS PER GALLON)
Sources: Diesel price: U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Information Agency, U.S. Petroleum Prices, available at
www.eia.doe.gov as of August 6, 2007.  Consumer price index: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer
Price Index – All Urban Consumers, Monthly, available at www.bls.gov as of August 6, 2007. 
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TABLE 5-9.  COMBINATION-TRUCK FUEL CONSUMPTION AND TRAVEL: 1980-2005

1980 1990 2000 2004 2005
780,2010,2790,2907,1714,1)sdnasuoht(deretsigerrebmuN

Vehicle-miles traveled (millions) 68,678 94,341 135,020 (R) 142,370 143,662
Fuel consumed (million gallons) 13,037 16,133 25,666 (R) 24,191 24,411
Average miles traveled per vehicle 48,472 55,206 64,399 (R) 70,819 68,845

9.59.53.58.53.5nollagrepdelevartselimegarevA
Average fuel consumed per vehicle (gallons) 9,201 9,441 12,241 (R) 12,033 11,698

Key: R = revised.
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