
TABLE 2-6.  DOMESTIC MODE OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY WEIGHT AND VALUE: 2002 AND 2035
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Office of Freight Management and
Operations, Freight Analysis Framework, Version 2.2, 2007. 

FIGURE 2-1.  VALUE OF MERCHANDISE TRADE BY COASTS AND BORDERS: 1950-2006
Sources: 1950-1970: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition
(Washington, DC: 1975); 1975: U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1977 (Washington, DC: 1977); 1980-
1985: U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1987 (Washington, DC; 1986); 1990-2000: U.S. Census
Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2006 (Washington, DC; 2005); 2005-2006: U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade
Division,  FT920 - U.S. Merchandise Trade: Selected Highlights (Washington, DC: December 2006) as of September 6, 2007;
Implict GDP Deflator: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Current-Dollar and "Real" Gross Domestic
Product, available at www.bea.gov as of September 6, 2007.
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Flammable liquids, especially gasoline, are the predominant hazardous material trans-

ported in the United States.  In terms of ton-miles, flammable liquids account for about

67 percent of total ton-miles of hazardous materials shipments.  The next largest class of

hazardous materials in terms of ton-miles is gases at about 11 percent. 

International trade is growing rapidly

and is placing demands on the

domestic transportation network and

on all modes.  Trucks are the most

common mode used to move imports

and exports between international

gateways and inland locations. 

Foreign trade has had a major

impact on all U.S. borders and

coasts.  Since 1950, the value of

merchandise trade has increased six-

teen-fold in inflation-adjusted terms.

In 2006, ports

and airports

on the

Atlantic Coast

remain the

most impor-

tant, but the

land borders

and other

coasts are

catching up. 

Tons (millions) Value ($ billions)
2002 2035 2002 2035

Total (R) 1,658 (R) 3,544 (R) 2,145 (R) 12,277
Truck1 (R) 203 583 (R) 409 2,113
Rail 110 233 94 219
Water 106 168 26 49
Air & truck2 8 51 609 5,203
Intermodal3 (R) 1,096 (R) 2,264 (R) 984 (R) 4,651
Pipeline & unknown4 134 245 23 42

TABLE 2-6.  DOMESTIC MODE OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY WEIGHT AND VALUE:
2002 AND 2035

FIGURE 2-1.  VALUE OF MERCHANDISE TRADE BY COASTS AND BORDERS: 1950-2006

Key: R = revised.
1Excludes truck moves to and from airports.
2Includes truck moves to and from airports.
3Intermodal includes U.S. Postal Service and courier shipments and all intermodal com-
binations, except air and truck.
4Pipeline and unknown shipments are combined because data on region-to-region flows
by pipeline are statistically uncertain.
Note: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding.

 




